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General advice
•

In addition to covering the content outlined in the advance information, students
and teachers should consider how to:
•

manage their revision of parts of the specification that may be assessed in areas
not covered by the advance information

•

manage their revision of other parts of the specification that may provide
knowledge which helps with understanding the areas being tested in 2022.

•

For specifications with synoptic assessments, topics not explicitly given in the
advance information may appear, e.g. where students are asked to bring together
knowledge, skills and understanding from across the specification.

•

For specifications with optional papers/topics/content, students should only refer to
the advance information for their intended option.

•

For specifications with NEA, advance information does not cover any NEA
components

A link to the Joint Council for Qualifications guidance document on advance information
can be found on the Joint Council for Qualifications website or here.
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Advance Information
Subject specific section
•

For each paper the information listed in the tables, shows the major focus of the
content of certain AO1 and AO2 questions.

•

For the sections outlined in this notice, exam questions will sample content from the
areas listed in this advance information. Note that the exam may include some or all
of the content in the listed topics.

•

Sections not outlined in this advance information will follow the normal examination
rules.

•

The information is presented in specification order and not in question order.

•

Students will be credited for using any relevant knowledge from any other topic areas
when answering questions. In the questions assessing the sections outlined in this
advance information, there is no expectation of knowledge beyond that identified in
order to achieve full marks.
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3RA0/01
PAPER 1: Area of Study 1 – Study of Catholic Christianity
Section 1: Beliefs and Teachings
Content
1.1

The Trinity: the nature and significance of the Trinity as expressed in the Nicene
Creed; the nature and significance of the oneness of God; the nature and
significance of each of the Persons individually: God as the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit; how this is reflected in worship and belief in the life of a Catholic today.

1.3

Creation: the nature and significance of the biblical account of Creation,
including Genesis 1–3; and how it may be understood in divergent ways in
Christianity, including reference to literal and metaphorical interpretations; the
significance of the Creation account for Catholics in understanding the nature
and characteristics of God, especially as Creator, benevolent, omnipotent and
eternal.

1.5

The Incarnation: Jesus as incarnate Son, the divine Word, including John 1, both
fully God and fully human; the scriptural origins of this belief, including John
1:1–18 and its importance for Catholics today.

1.6

The events in the Paschal Mystery: Catholic teachings about the life, death,
resurrection and ascension of Jesus, including reference to Luke 24; the
redemptive efficacy of these events and their significance for Catholics today.
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3RA0/02
PAPER 2: Area of Study 2 – Study of Christianity
Section 1: Beliefs and Teachings
Content
1.2

The creation of the universe and of humanity: the biblical account of creation
and divergent ways in which it may be understood by Christians, including as
literal and metaphorical; the role of the Word and Spirit in creation, including
John 1:1– 18 and Genesis 1–3; the importance of creation for Christians today.

1.3

The Incarnation: the nature and importance of the person of Jesus Christ as the
incarnate Son of God; the biblical basis of this teaching, including John 1:1–18
and 1 Timothy 3: 16 and its significance for Christians today.

1.6*

Christian eschatology: divergent Christian teachings about life after death,
including the nature and significance of resurrection, judgement, heaven, and
hell and purgatory, with reference to the 39 Articles of Religion and Catholic
teachings; how beliefs about life after death are shown in the Bible, including
reference to 2 Corinthians 5:1–10 and divergent understandings as to why they
are important for Christians today. Non-religious arguments against life after
death including as a source of comfort, lack of evidence, fraudulent accounts
and social control; and Christian responses to them including 1 Peter 3:18–22.

1.7

The problem of evil/suffering and a loving and righteous God: the problems
it raises for Christians about the nature of God, including reference to
omnipotence and benevolence, including Psalm 103; how the problem may
cause believers to question their faith or the existence of God; the nature and
examples of natural suffering, moral suffering.

* Further information can be found in the overview section for the relevant area of study
in the specification.
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3RA0/03
PAPER 3: Area of Study 3 – Study of Islam
Section 1: Beliefs and Teachings
Content
1.1

The six Beliefs of Islam: their nature, history and purpose, including Kitab
al-iman 1: 4; how they are understood and expressed in Sunni and Shi’a Muslim
communities today; the importance of these principles for Muslims.

1.2

The five roots of ‘Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam (Tawhid (oneness of Allah); ‘Adl
(Divine Justice); Nubuwwah (Prophethood); Imamah (Successors to Muhammad)
and Mi’ad (The Day of Judgment and the Resurrection): the nature, history and
purpose of the five roots with reference to their Qur’anic basis, including Surah
112 (the oneness of Allah); the importance of these principles for different Shi’a
communities today, including Sevener and Twelver.

1.6

Malaikah: the nature and importance of angels for Muslims; how angels Jibril,
Izra’il and Mika’il are shown in the Qur’an, including Surah 19, 32: 11 and 2:
97–98, and their significance for Muslims today.

1.7

al-Qadr: the nature and importance of Predestination for Muslims; how al-Qadr
and human freedom relates to the Day of Judgement, including reference to
Sahih Al-Bukhari 78: 685; divergent understandings of predestination in Sunni
and Shi’a Islam; the implications of belief in al-Qadr for Muslims today.
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3RA0/04
PAPER 4: Area of Study 4 – Study of Judaism
Section 1: Beliefs and Teachings
Content
1.1

The nature of the Almighty: how the characteristics of the Almighty are shown
in the Torah, and why they are important in Jewish life today, including One,
Creator, Law-Giver and Judge, including reference to Genesis 2.

1.3

The nature and purpose of the Messiah: how messiahship is shown in the
scriptures including Jeremiah 23:5–8; the nature and significance of the
Messianic Age and the Jewish responsibility to bring it about; divergent
understandings of the Messiah in different forms of Orthodox and Reform
Judaism and the importance of them for Jewish people today.

1.5

The covenant with Abraham and his descendants: the nature and history of the
Abrahamic covenant; the role of Abraham in the covenant, including Genesis
17; why the Promised Land covenanted to Abraham and his descendants is
important for Jews today.

1.7

Moral principles and the Mitzvot: the nature and importance of the Mitzvot,
including reference to the Mishneh Torah of Maimonides: Sefer Madda; the
importance of the relationship between keeping the Mitzvot and free will; the
Mitzvot between humans and the Almighty, and between humans; divergent
understandings of the importance of the Mitzvot between the Almighty and
humans, and between humans, for Jewish life today.

END OF ADVANCE INFORMATION
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